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IjEGOMiEGTIOflS OF

fl FILIBUSTER.

Experiences in the Expedi-

tions to Cuba in 1850-5- 2.

rcPIz5n ho Expedition Sailing: for Notv

Orleans Taking Cardenas A Narrow
Escape,

BY IltVIN MOTH

In the early Spring of 1850 I, a young
man. oulv 20 years old, full of life and ad- -

Tenture, was working in Cincinnati, O., as a

journeyman, cordwaiucr, at a Fifth street
boarding-hous- e. It was noised around among

the hoys that an expedition was organizing to
go to California. Ready for any adventure that
might present itself, I joined that expedition,
and on or ahout April 1, 1S50, Aith about 50
or 75 other young advcntureis, boarded
the afterwards-notoriou- s up-riv- er steamer
Martha Washington for New Orleans.

It was arranged that all passengers should
pay a fare, but I considered, myself lucky
when I was told that I could go without such
payment So the Martha "Washington drew
her gang-plan- k, slipped her fastenings, and
dropped out into the middle of the Ohio
River, made a tirelc, and down the river e

started for New Oilcans.
After taking on 75 or 100 more men at

Louisville, Ky., we steamed quietly down
the Ohio. At New Orleans we went ashore
ahout five miles up the river in what was
then known as French-Tow- n. We were
apportioned ont to the hoaiding-housc- s in

that vicinity as they would accommodate us,
and remained in fcw Oileans about two
weeks.

Every other night of that time ivo would
get together by appointment or by some pie-concert- ed

plan and form line, double column,
and march around aud along wirae of the
principal streets of the city for the purpose
of drill.

We were quartered in tho neighborhood of
a two-stor- y frame, flat-roofe- d houe, the
weatherbourdiugof which was put on in imita-
tion of large, stone blocks. The house was said
to be haunted, and the one in which the noted
highwayman Mernlloure had bis headquar-
ters. It was then owned by paities iu Paris,
France, and at that time there was no olhei
house within a squaie of it, and, if L lemeiu-be- r,

no one living in it.
THE DErARTUETL

At last, everything being ready, we were
notified to go to a certain place and yet
tickets for Cliagres, Cal. Possibly the tickets
were brought to and distributed among us,
and we weie told to go to Pier No. 21, and
there we would find a boat tcr convey us to
our destination, Chagtes, Cal.

Our boarders gatheied their traps and
started, and ahont 11 or 12 o'clock at night
we boarded the bark Georgiaua. Among
this body of adventurers, about 250 in num-
ber, there were only a very few, if any, who
were not of the noblest, brightest aud best
young men that Ohio, Kentucky, or any
other Slate can product.

I lay down close to the gunwale on upper
deck and tried to sleep, but there was no
sleep in it for me. Just after daylight some
sea-bisc- uit and coffee wete given u, and I
believe some pork was issued also, and only
one stove to cook on for all of ni.

Jut a little while after 1 had finished my
breakfast, and had sat down to enjoy the fresh
bieeiHi that was then blowing, we struck the
waesiu the Gulf of Mexico, and "Mv
what is the matter with me, something wrong
with my insides ! I am deathly tick. Was it
that coffee that I drank ? I am not used to
drinking coffee. Am I going to die right
heie, and no one near me to take the news
home to my father and friends?"

I was deathly sea-sic- k until we arrived at a
little island over on the coast of Yucatan.
We went ashore there, aud I managed to get
some of a very large turtle that the officers
bought of the natives. We explored the
island.- - It was not large, so it did not take
ns Jong to do so. On the island we found
some graves, and we had heard big stories
about gold and silver that the Indians wete
in Hie habit of burying with their dead, so

Ikvix Motp:.

concluded to imeUigale. With our hands
and such other things as vre could find to do
it with, v.e dug down through the sand to
the bouy, and the first and only tiling we
fcuudwasa great bunch of long, rod hair;
so ju.e became disgusted, abandoned the enter-
prise, and wen taw ay, leaving the grave open.

The steamer Creole came to us with about
250 mere men, and we all boarded her, except
a few. Up to this time we did not know
where wc were going, and some did not want
to go to Cuba. Jiut all on board the baik
Georgiaua weie, the next day after we lcit it,
captured and sent to the mines by thepan-ife- h

authorities, "for starting to go to Cali-
fornia," and the vessel was confiscated.

LANDING AT CAUDKXAS.

After we were domiciled" on the Creole,
arms vere distributed to us and we donned
a red shirt as a uniform, and several times
duiingour trip across the Gulf, or Caribbean
Sea, we were drilled in the manual of arms.
On the second night after we embarked
on the steamer, about 3 o'clock in the morn-
ing, we silently stole in and lauded iu the
little town of Cardenas, a small place east of
Havana, on the nouh side of the Island of
Cuba.

After wc were transferred from bark to
steamer the expedition was organised into a
rcniment and divided into companies, and
the companies lettered and officcicd. When
wc landed at the wharf of the little town we
were marched out by companies and formed
linc-of-batt!- e, left in front, left-fac- ed and
marched up town. In so doing we had to
pass by the guardhouse, about 300 lods from
landing, where a few soldiers were doing
guard duty. We were challenged by the
guard, and as we did not pay any attention
to the challenge the guard then ou duty fired
on us. 1 always believed the guard at first
only fired blank cartridges, or at least fired
over our heads, for no one was killed.

About the' time when my company was
opposite the guardhouse door the regiment
was ordered to halt, and the company in
front of my company was ordered to rfght-fac- e

and march a few paces to the front in
liue-of-batt- le and fire into the door of the
guardhouse, which they did. The balance of
the regiment was ordered forward.

It was not yet daylight. A little way be-
yond the guardhouse was the Governor's

Mansion, a two-stor- y frame structure of mod-
ern American style and a very common
building at that. We marched on beyond
the Governor's house and halted. Soon
orders came for my company to take position
in a grocery store near by for some purpose,
I never knew what. But while halted (we
did not know what military discipline was)
we broke ranks and each straggled aioundfor
himself, but not far away.

I went over to the Governor's honse, which
was ahout 100 yards from any other building,
and with some few others went in, aud while
in the house Gen. Lopez came in and look a
knife, I think, and made some shavimrs.
broke the door down and into kindlings, aud
askpd for a match, and with it set the hanse
on fire.

From this grocery we were ordered to ro to
another place to guard or cut off retreat of
bpanish soldiers, and in going to this place
wc had to pass on the sidewalk exposed to
and about 75 or 100 yards from the burning
building (Governor's house"), aud there were
some Spanish soldiers yet on the roof of the
house firing at us.

FIKST MAN" LOST.

When about half-wa- y to the corner of the
street, about J00 yards, as we turned north,
a stray shot from the burning building killed
one of my company, the second man behind
me. I, with another comrade, carried him
to the grocery we had j ust vacated, lie lived
only a short time after we left him.

1 never knew if all flic Snanish snlfliorq tmh
out of that burning building, but I do know
that one of them did. 1 ic came from the fire,
running up to us, nearly scared to death. I
never saw as perfect a picture of fright iu my
life. The Governor's house burned down,
and the town of Cardenas was properly sur-lender- ed

to us.
We stacked arms, and T, with my Captain

aud two or three others, got into a shell of a
brick house, where we slept on a floor of
broken bricks for a bed. It was hard sleep-
ing on sharp comers of bricks, so I did not
sleep long. I got out, went on a tour of in-
spection and observation by myself, and with-
out any arms.

About the middle of the afternoon an
order came for a detail of men to go to the
boat and unload the freight. I was one of
this detail, and on my way down to the boat
I saw two of our boys, one named Kelly, who
had thrown away their guns and declared
they would not do any more fighting against
the Spaniards.

I also saw a list of 50 or 75names of Cuban
volnuteeis who were ready to do service in
their country's cause for freedom.

I helped to unload awhile, when another
order came to reload and go to some other
part of the island. While reloadiug a com-
pany of Spauish lancers from the country at-
tacked our foices in the town, and it was
said by one of the boys that but one of them
hed to tell the story, and he was taken pris-
oner, but afterwards released.

I was at the boat when f his fighting was
going on, and although orders came for us to
go up town and reinforce, or help out the
fight, I thought it was a little safer for me
just then to be loading freight, and I had no
gun; so, after the freight was all loaded, I
found very nice quarters and a safe place to
rest for the night All got on board, except
two deserters, who got their deserts next day
from Spanish authority. We fired up, ng

to go to some other part of the
island. The main reason why was that the
cholera had been bad in Havana, and the sol-
diers, about 4,000, had been sent to Matanzas
for their health, only 40 miles distant from
Cardenas. There was a railroad from Matan-
zas to Cardenas, but we had sent a detach-
ment of our forces and had destroyed the rail-
road, so Spanish soldiers could only get to
Cardenas by marching. But we thought our
force only about GOO, with no cannon was
hardly enough for 4,000 well-drille- d Span-
iards; so, as I said before, we set out to go to
some other part of the island.

IIAUD AGEOUXD.

It must have been 10 or 11 o'clock at night
when we stalled, but we had to run out of
the channel to avoid being met by a Spauish
man-of-wa- r, and in so doing ran aground.
We tried every means known to the craft to
get off, and as a last resort lightened np by
throwing overboard everything loose we
could find guns, ammunition, provisions,
aud even private property. We unloaded
some of our livestock on a large rock close
by, and just about daylight the boat drifted.
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Wc got our livestock again on board, fired
up, aud started I knew not whither.

After got far enough away from the
town, so as not to be seen, a council of war
was held among the officers, and it was de-

cided that, as we had to unload so much of our
war material, it was not prudent to return
to the island anywhere. Lopez wanted to be
set back on the island again
and alone, but he was not aliowed to go, so
we lowered a small boat allowed the
Governor one or two other persons, with
a box of money, as I supposed, to return to
the island, and we set sail for Key West.

We ran all that day, out df the
track of the regular line of vessels, so as not
to run into a man-of-wa- r. ' We saw
nothing all that day but .a brig. In the
night for some little time anchored about
40 miles from Key West, "skirting some little
barren islands along the north side of us.
In the a little after sunrise, we
steamed up, and, getting a pilot on board,
made straight for Key West.

We had not run more than 10 miles when
the smoke of a steamer was discovered off to
the south us ahout 20 or 25 miles dis-

tant, and it was not long before the strange
steamer sighted us aud changed her course
and staited for us. Lopez took his
glasses and looked the stranger, and whett6
he satisfied himself what it was, he
laughed sarcastically.

CHASED BY A MAN-O'-WA-R.

Then the race The Spanish
steamer had been into Key West and had
started out again; had discharged her pilot,
and before she could make the race safely
she had to get another pilot aboard. That
being done, she started in earnest alter ns, a
Spanish officer standing with a pistol ready to
shoot the pilot if he failed to do his duty. A lit
tle sandbar was m the way of the man-of-wa- r,

and the pilot knew if he crossed it- - ho would
run aground, so attempted to run around it.
The Spanish officer thought he was doing it
to aid us, and he compelled him to cross the
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All this time cur little Creole was not idle,
she just flew. was loose
was thrown into the furnace to make steam,
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Pizarro into the port of Key West and
under the of the United States by about
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suckera

wife was there, and I hurried to tell her my
story, and, very nearly starved from sea-
sickness, I proposed to trade my soap and
rice to her lor something to eat.

The trade was soon made, and she gave me
a large slice of , ed wheat pone
bread and bntter and a cold fried fish. The
bread and bntter I never conld eat when at
home, but just .now I thought I never had
tasted anything that was so good in my life.
The only trouble with it was that there was
not enough of it.

ON THE MOVE AGAIN.

Now, the question arose, how were we
going to get away from Key West? Gen.
Lopez and quite a number of others left on
the regular packet line steamer between the
city of New York and Havana on her way to
2Ccw York. Some others took small boats and
struck for the mainland of Florida. I, with
about 50 more, among whom were abont 25
native Cubans, were sent over to Tampa Bay in
a fishing smack, or wrecking boat, by the
good citizens of Key West, and the first
night out wo encountered quite a storm, and
at times I was afraid we would never reach
Tampa. The storm quieted after about three
hours' blow, but we were driven before the
wind, which took ns away out of our course.

The next day there being a calm, wc were
several days in getting to our destination
Tampa Bay. On our way, too, we got short
of rations, and one of our number died very
suddenly.

It wslS'in' the 'night about 12 o'clock that
wo were told that we would have to disem-
bark and walk to Tampa. It was said wc
were about 15 miles from the town. I never
knew why it was that the Captain of the
wrecker did not take us clear np to Tampa.
We did nob object. We were taken ashore
in small boats aud landed in the night.

Some of us lay down on the beach to sleep
until daylight, but there was no sleep for ns:
the little sand-fl- y would not allow it; cover
up as we would, he would find his way in
somehow and keep us awake. We then, in
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pure desperation and f elf-defens-e, determined
to try and find the town, even if it was night.
So we got ready and struck out along the
beach, and about daylight came to a rugnlar
Florida house, a little one story, round log
structure not inclosed by a fence of any
kind. The logs weie of pine with the bark
on. Near that house I met a man, and I
asked:

"How far is it to Tampa?,: Why," said he, "just across that stream,
about 50 or 75 yards ahead of you," point-
ing to tho town, " that is Tampa."

I never was so surprised in my life. I ex-
pected to sec a place something like a north-
ern town, instead of which there were only
about a dozen just such houses as described
above, some double honses, some old Gov-
ernment buildings partly decayed, a store or
wo and a saw-mil- l. The inhabitants took

us right in, fed us, gave lis something to eat
and driuk, and without charge, for we had no
money, or at least 1 had not.

After faking small boats and crossing the
river, which --was a dark-colore- d, sluggish
stream of water, inclosed by low banks, and
about 50 yards wide, wc were then directed
to a boarding-hous-e kept by a native of the
country, if my memory serves me right. A
more generous hearted, noble specimen of
manliness never existed. Nothing was too
good for us; every attention was paid to us,
and that without price. We sat up and ate
breakfast from tho best that the country
auorueti. We Jounged around that day, and
got our dinners, suppers and breakfast the
next morning. Only about a dozen put up
at this hotel.

The first night I Flept in Florida, or tried
to sleep, I was kept awake by something that
kept up the entire night a scream of " chuck-will-widd- er,

chuck-will-widdc- r." I was ac-
tually afraid for my life. There seemed to
be thousands of them. I conld not sleep, but
I reasoned that if they did not kill others
they would not hurt me, and the first' thing
in the morning I inquired about these ani-
mals that kept me awake all night, and was
informed that the creature that made that
peculiar noise was nothing but a harmless
bird similar to But it was
many nights before 1 could sleep well for
their chuck-will-widde- rs.

On the next morning after we arrived in
the tovrn of Tampa we started in gangs of
two, three, or four up through the country
on our way back to our homes.

.To be continued.)

LHDIES OF THE CiLI?.

Tho National Corresponding: Secretary
Wrlles of tho Year's Work.

Editor National Tribune: I glean the
following items from General Order 4 of
Flora M. Davey, National President,
Ladies of the G.A.I?.:
. Tho 12th National Convention will be
held at Odd Fellows Temple, corner
Seventh and Elm streets, Cincinnati, and
will be called to order Wednesday, Sent.
7, at 0:30 o'clock.

national Headquarters will bo estab
lished at tlie Grand Hotel, Hooms 118, 120,
122. The Ladies of the G.A.I?, parlor is
numbered lot, where a Committee will be
in attendance to welcome all.

The Council of Administration will meet
in the President's prh-at- o parlor. Boom 118,
Sept. 6, at 2 p. m.

Reports of Department Chaplains, not
yet forwarded, must be sent at once to
National Chaplain, Mrs. Melinda B. Cum-
mins, Kingfisher, Okla.

Inspectors who have not already done
so, will at once forward a report of their
work to National Inspector, Mrs. Agnes J.
Winslow, Grand Pacific Hotel, Chicago,
III.

Tho announcement of appointment as
Chairman of committees is as follows Mrs.
Julia E. F. Lobdell, Minneapolis, Commit-
tee on Greetings, and Mrs. T. J. Springer,
Chicago, Committee on Convention Press
Work.

National President Davey eloquently
appeals to the patriotism of the Ordetas
follows:

"Sisters: War, with its horrors, is upon
us once more. We as an Order stand
bound, not only by the claims of humanity,
but because of the heritage that is ours,
because of the services of our very own,
to do all in our power to alleviate the suf-
fering and distress that so surely follow
war. None except those whose fathers,
sons, or brothers are at the front can bet-
ter appreciate the ills which follow war
than the members of this organization.
Many Departments and Circles have al-
ready established a war fund for the re- -
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Size of club.

The Tr.inuA'ELTimAiri--, 22 numbers . . 2
G.A.R. Watch, Waltham or Elgin ... 20
Coin Silver Watch, Hunting Case, Stand-ai- d

American Movement, with SI. 50
added money 10

Home of the Bible, by Marian ITarland . 4
Tea Set. Decorated, 5G pieces, with SI

added money 10
Dinner Set, Decorated, 81 pieces, with S2

added money 10
Great Rebellion. Two vols. 2
Si Klcgg, 320-pag- e book 1
Field, Dungeon and Escape. 512 mires . . 1
The Boy Spy in Dixie, 1520 pages .... 1
The eanuoucer, 381 pages 1
Capturing a Locomotive, 331 pages . . . 1
Two Great Raids. 320 pages 1
Adventures of Alf Wilson, 256 pages . . 1
National Tribune Soldier's Handbook . . 1
Set (0) Silver Plated Tea Spoons .... 3
Bunting Flags. Club accouling to size .
Railroad Ticket to next Encampment . .
Silver Spoon Holder 3
Silver Tea Fot 5
Silver Cream Pitcher . . I 3
Silver Sugar Bowl 3
Heitman's Historical Register of the U. S.

Army from 17S9 to 1839 5
Mining stock, five shares 5
War Congre3,, two large pictures ... 2
Zell's Encyclopedia. One large Vol. . . 4
Historical Chart aud U. S. Wall Map . . 3
Coin Silver Watch, open ilice. Standard

American Movement, AYith 1 added . 10 of
Silk Umbrella 10

PUBLISHERS' NOTES.

TIic Oilier Side.
The editor of Printers? Ink having graci-ons- ly

excepted the "class weekly " from con-
demnation, still fails to note that

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE
has an advertising rate as low as the dailies.

The weekly " as low as the dailies " is tho
cheaper of the two, because its circulation is
not thrown away in the haste of bnsincs3
life. There are no "retnrns." This paper
is taken by people who want it, and pay for
it a year in advance.

The weekly is qnicker in its action than
a monthly, and thus offers facilities for ex-

periment and frequent change of copy.
Our advertising rate is only

20 CENTS
AN AGATE LINE.

Wc shall not print less than

112,000 COPIES
again this year, and generally more.

This circulation is all mailed, and can
therefore be verified easily from official
sources.

We are the pioneer in this movement to
bring down the price of space to a level
where it insures profits to advertisers.

Address any general advertising agent, or
THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE,

Washington, D. C.

lief of soldiers' families, and it is hoped
that every Circle will share in this most
worthy work."

I am glad to be able to report a grand
progress for our Order under the leader-
ship of our loved National President, Flora
M. Davey. Not only in increased mem-
bership is this progress manifested, but
in the hundreds of friends she has won for
us from among the ranks of those who
either violently opposed our organization
during the p st, or who looked upon our
work with indifference. Bv refined and
courteous treatment of all with whom she
has been associated, by the almost
queenly grace of her presence, and tho
power of a bright intelligence, Sister
Davey has gained recognition and courte-
ous treatment for our Order from tho
Grand Army of the Republic.

In the Departments of Kansas, Penn-
sylvania, Oklahoma and Colorado many
letters received shew a gratifying progress
along these lines. The Department of
Colorado, at its Fifth Annual Convention,
re ently held, was honored bv the pres-
ence of the National President!!

The W.R.C., which was in session at
the same time, entertained their National
President, Mrs. Sarah J. Martin, and tho
exchange of courtesies between these two
representative ladies was a feature long
to be remembered. Mary E. Cromley,
National Corresponding Secretary, Lead-vill- e,

Colo.
9 ii

"Imperialism."
A partial canvas of the leading papers of

the country made by Public Opinion show
29 papers favoring territorial expansion
and the retention of the Philippines. Of
these 19 are Republican; six Democrat,
one Populist and three Independent.

Those opposed to annexation are 16, of
which three are Republican, seven Demo-
crat, three Independent, and three Silver.

Those wavering are 21, of which six are
Republican, 11 Democrat, and four Inde-
pendent.

A Good Watch
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One of the most serviceable watches
e.ver made, a stem-wind- er and stem-sette- r.

The case is nickel, having-- the
exact appearance of silver. THIS IS
NO TOY, but an ordinary modern
watch which will last for years, and one
wmch any person may feel proud to
carry. It is guaranteed by the manu-
facturer and bv us. A watch like thi3

generation ago would have cost S20,
but the fact is it contains appliances '

unknown at that time.
In addition to the watch we send in

every instance a handsome chain and
charm, so that the outfit is ready to pufc

on and wear as soon as received.
We do not sell this watch without

the paper, and no one can secure one of
these splendid timepieces by itself. We
will send this watch by mail to any per
son who will send us a club of only

FOUR YEARLY SUBSCRIBERS,

Understand that you pay nothing for
the watch, but send us four names and
addresses of subscribers to Tiie 3Ta-tion- al

Tribune with $1 for each sub-

scriber, who will receive the paper for
one year, and we will send you the
watch, chain and charm, postpaid, to
your address absolutely free of charge.

In addition, the subscribers will each
receive two great war books, described
elsewhere. Thimakes club-raisin- g easy.

N"o one, therefore, need be without a
watch equal for keeping time to any in
the neighborhood. It will not take an
hour for anyone to get up this small club

only four subscribers at $1 each for
the best family newspaper in the U. S.

Washington, D. C.
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